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The 2018-19 First Day of School will be 
Wednesday, Aug. 29. 
More dates can be found on our 
homepage at www.svsd.net.

First Day Reminder! 

Fond farewell
Seneca Valley School Board and Administration said 
farewell to staff members at a retirement reception held 
during the June 11 School Board Meeting. A combined 
total of approximately 531.74 years of service to Seneca 
Valley, these 21 individuals represent the teaching, 
administrative, secretarial, custodial and cafeteria staff, 
and will be missed by many.
Continued on page 5

Family members of Sgt. 1st Class Ryan Gloyer are 
seen above unveiling the new building name for  
seventh and eighth graders in the District: Ryan  
Gloyer Middle School (RGMS). Students, staff, family 
and friends gathered for a special ceremony on  
June 7 that recognized and celebrated the many  

wonderful qualities of this SV graduate (’00), teacher 
and courageous soldier. Learn more about the  
District’s decision to rename the school by visiting  
www.svsd.net/Gloyer.

History in the making

Photos from the event on page 3
SV Summer Camps are still available 
and open through July. To learn more 
and/or register, visit www.svsd.net/
SVSummerCamps.

SV Summer Camps

http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/Gloyer
http://www.svsd.net/SVSummerCamps
http://www.svsd.net/SVSummerCamps
https://www.alarms.org/best-school-districts-in-america-2018/
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Earlier this spring, members of the Seneca Valley School Board approved a change to the start and  
dismissal times for students in grades K-12.

This adjustment, which will begin on Aug. 29, 2018, for the 2018-19 school year, has been based upon 
extensive research of the biology of adolescent sleep and its related impact on a student’s academic 
achievement.

The move will extend the Seneca Valley School District start time by 35 minutes for secondary students  
with a slight adjustment for elementary. The following will now take place:

 • 2018-19 Start/Dismissal Times for students in grades K-6: 8:55 a.m. - 3:25 p.m.

 • 2018-19 Start/Dismissal Times for students in grades 7-12: 8:09 a.m. - 2:41 p.m.

Here are some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) to help you prepare for the first day of school on Wednesday, Aug. 29, 2018:
 
Do the new start times impact the Butler County Vocational Technical School start/end times for SV students?
 No, instructional start time for vo-tech will not change.

Does this impact the BCVTS bus times for SV students?
 Bus times for vo-tech students will be adjusted and shared out the week of July 9, 2018.

Does this impact the private/parochial start/dismissal bus times?
 The private and parochial schools create their own times and will not be impacted by the new Start and End Times in the Seneca Valley School District.

Does this impact half-day kindergarten times? 
 Kindergarten times have been adjusted as follows:
 • AM Arrival – 8:40-8:55 a.m.
 • AM Dismissal – 11:30-11:37 a.m.
 • PM Arrival – 12:43 – 12:50 p.m.
 • PM Dismissal – 3:25 – 3:45 p.m.

What is the grades K-6 two-hour delay start time?
 10:55 a.m.

What is the grades 7-12 two-hour delay start time?
 10:09 a.m.

Will after-school activities/athletic practices be extended at SV?
 Yes. Practice and after-school activity end times will be set by each coach/sponsor.

Will the activity/athletic bus time change?
 Yes. The activity bus for the 2018-19 school year will depart the secondary campus at 5:15 p.m.

When will 18-19 bus information be released?
 The week of July 9, 2018

Will SV utilize transfer buses for elementary students?
 Moving the start times for Seneca Valley provided an opportunity for SV to remove transfer buses. There are no transfer buses for elementary students.

Will SV utilize double bus runs for elementary students?
 Moving the start times for Seneca Valley provided an opportunity for SV to remove double runs. There are no double runs for elementary students.

Will secondary students have ample time to eat lunch with the new start/end times?
 Yes, secondary students will have 40 minutes to eat lunch.

How much of secondary instruction is being modified so as to accommodate the new start/end times?
 The vast majority of the new extended start time was collected through the elimination of an activity period.

How do I access before/after school childcare at SV?
 Parents interested in before/after school childcare can contact Stepping Stones Children’s Center, the on-site provider of services at Seneca Valley.  
 To learn more, call (724) 625-2199 or visit http://www.stepstonescc.org/stepping-stones-programs/seneca-valley-school-age

To view additional information, the District's survey results, data and articles, please visit www.svsd.net/SleepandAdolescents. 

2018-19 New Start / Dismissal Times

http://www.stepstonescc.org/stepping-stones-programs/seneca-valley-school-age
http://www.svsd.net/SleepandAdolescents
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History in the making
continued from page 1

Photo credits: Bill Paterson



Ryan
Gloyer

In recognition of his service & sacrifice

Seneca Valley School District’s Ryan Gloyer Middle School  and Thiel College’s 
Gloyer Scholarship will ensure Ryan’s legacy endures for generations.

Thiel College Class of 2004
Thiel College Young Alumni Award winner 2007
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Fond farewell
continued from page 1

We thank the following retirees for their years of service to Seneca Valley: 

• Lucy Balzer, Rowan Elementary School, 32 years of service
• Roxan Boyd, Haine Middle School, 15.2 years of service
• Vince Burgess, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, 31.5 years of service
• Maryellen Williams Candek, Seneca Valley Middle School, 16 years of service
• Jo-Ann Finch, Connoquesnessing Valley Elementary School, 8 years of service
• Joanne Geubtner, Haine Elementary School, 29.5 years of service
• Alicia Macmillan, Seneca Valley Middle School, 32 years of service
• Adele Marks, Haine Elementary School, 38 years of service
• Brenda Martin, Seneca Valley Middle School, 28.5 years of service
• Barbara McKeown, Intermediate High School, 18 years of service
• Amy Nelson, Evans City Middle School, 17 years of service
• Faye Parenti, Central Office, 13.38 years of service
• Tim Parish, Evans City Middle School, 34 years of service
• Deborah Powell, Rowan Elementary School, 30 years of service
• Cathy Ratay, Seneca Valley Middle School, 25 years of service
• Fred Shoemaker, Seneca Valley Middle School, 31 years of service
• Linda Sporrer, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, 24 years of service
• Mary Tobin, Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, 30 years of service
• Theresa Wolf, Seneca Valley Middle School, 29 years of service
• Naomi Yarzebinski, Haine Middle School, 13.8 years of service
• Bob Yobp, Central Office, 35.86 years of service

Front row (L-R): Seneca Valley Board Member Susan Harrison, and Seneca Valley retirees; Joanne Geubtner, Brenda Martin, Faye Parenti, Cathy Ratay, Theresa Wolf, and Naomi Yarzebinksi. Back row (L-R): Seneca Valley School Board 
Member Leslie Bredl, Seneca Valley School Board Member Kathy Whittle, Seneca Valley School Board Vice President Eric DiTullio, Seneca Valley School Board President Jim Nickel, Seneca Valley School Board Member Jeff Widdowson, 
Seneca Valley School Board Member Rev. Reid Moon, Seneca Valley School Board Member Fred Peterson and Seneca Valley Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale.

"Often when you think you're at the end of something,  
 you're at the beginning of something else."  
 -Fred Rogers
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The Class of 2018, approximately 560 students, graduated on June 1. Congratulations to all SV graduates!

Caleb Cekella, Valedictorian
Alexandra Bolena, Salutatorian
Maya Albanowski, Speaker At-Large

Senior Class Officers:
Robert Stoffa, President
Madison Yohn, Vice President
Ashley Paschl, Secretary
Arushi Subba, Treasurer

Of special note: 

Next stepsNext steps

Photo credits: Bill Paterson
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An amusing lesson
Watch out, Kennywood! Amanda Huey’s class is giving the amusement park a run for their money.

Students spent the month of May imagining a hot summer day at an amusement park filled with exhilarating rides 
and attractions, the sound of whooshing air brakes and clanking chains, and the smell of funnel cake in the air.
However, this wasn’t just an exercise to daydream.

The Haine Elementary fourth graders were asked to envision, create and construct an amusement park as part of a 
lesson that incorporated math standards as well as engineering, creativity, and collaborative group work.

Before construction of the amusement park began, each group designed a blueprint of their project. Using their  
understanding of a blueprint from science, students had to correctly label and use the appropriate viewpoint in 
order to make it realistic and useful.

After completing the blueprint, students calculated the perimeter and area of each item they would be incorporating 
into their project. For the overall design of their section of the park, students had to include 10 different geometric 
shapes and identify a straight angle, right angle, obtuse angle and acute angle somewhere on their design.

Respect starts with me
Three Seneca Valley students from Haine  
Elementary School were recently chosen as winners 
in the Butler County Human Services Drug and 
Alcohol Department Poster Contest.

Cali Zorda, a third grader; Riley Ziolecki, a  
kindergarten student; and Brittyn Billington, a first 
grader (pictured, from left), all had their work  
chosen for the Respect Starts with Me event that 
was held in school districts across Butler County. 

All three will have their posters featured in a special 
2018-19 calendar to be published later this year.

STOMP Out  
Cancer
Evans City Elementary School, Evans 
City Middle School and Rowan  
Elementary School recently  
participated in and raised $21,205.75 
at the 11th annual STOMP Out  
Cancer Walk. The schools presented 
the substantial check to the  
University of Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute (UPCI) on May 30. 

Pictured (L-R): Lauri Pendred, Evans 
City Elementary Principal; Tom 
Saulle, husband of the late Linda 
Saulle; Lorraine Scarpino, STOMP 
Event Coordinator; Meghan Boehm, 
UPCI Senior Development  
Associate; Casey Clawson, Evans 
City Middle School sixth grade 
student and highest fundraiser and 
Tim Eiler, Evans City Middle School 
Principal.

From the heart, for the heart
Evans City Elementary and Middle School students in grades 
K-6 jumped in to participate in this year’s American Heart  
Association Jump Rope for Heart program.

Students had several opportunities over the past few months to 
raise funds, collect donations, and of course jump rope! In total, 
students were able to bring in $5,966! 

Funds collected for the American Heart Association help to  
support the fight against childhood obesity, heart disease and 
stroke through education and life-saving research.

In other Evans City fundraising news, students and staff also 
collected $1,575.68 for the Highmark Caring Place. There were 
various fundraisers that were used to help collect money for this  
organization.



Field Day Fun
Seneca Valley students in grades K-6 participated in their schools field days in late May/early June. Student classrooms worked as teams that emphasized  
sportsmanship, cooperation and social skills, all while having fun.

- 8 -
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Inventionland 
visit

HMS gives back
For the second consecutive year, Haine Middle School students journeyed to the Flight 93 Memorial and  
presented the park rangers with a check for $1,827.10. Students visited the memorial last month as a culminating 
activity after a year of learning about and fundraising for Flight 93.

The Flight 93 National Memorial is a National Park that is located at the site of the crash of United Airlines Flight 
93, which was hijacked in the September 11 attacks, in Stonycreek Township, Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 
The memorial was made to honor the passengers and crew of Flight 93, who stopped the terrorists from reaching 
their target by fighting the hijackers.

Standout students
The Cranberry Township Sunrise Rotary Club recently recognized Haine Middle School students in fifth and sixth 
grade as Students of the Month. Read more about their recognition in The Cranberry Eagle article here.

Four Haine Elementary third grade 
classes recently visited Invention-
land to present their products at 
the Inventionland Regional Contest 
for elementary students. During 
their visit, each student received a 
certificate and three groups received 
bronze, silver and gold medals.

‘This is Me’

Check out Haine Middle School’s fifth annual Lip Dub that celebrates the positive message of “This is Me.”

http://www.thecranberryeagle.com/article/20180623/CRAN0103/706239833/-1/CRAN99
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs16v6-KVPs&feature=youtu.be
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Fish analysis
Dr. Karen Resendes from  
Westminster College visited the 
intermediate high school genetics 
lab last month to help guide the class 
through a lab where they extracted 
and analyzed fish muscle proteins. 
Students compared the muscle  
proteins from cod, tilapia, and 
flounder. By doing so, they could 
determine which fish were more 
similar on a molecular level.

SV student selected for the Macy’s Great  
American Marching Band
Jeremy Love, a rising junior at Seneca Valley Senior High School, has been selected to participate 
in the 2018 Macy’s Great American Marching Band as one of the select number of students 
from Pennsylvania. The Band is celebrating the 92nd anniversary of the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade and will take an honor position in the parade on November 22, 2018.

Students were selected through audition and video submissions based on their musical ability 
and past achievements. The opportunity was open to students from over 14,000 high schools 
across the United States.

Stepping-off from Central Park, the Band will be cheered by 3.5 million live spectators, before 
arriving at Macy’s flagship store for their national performance for more than 50 million TV 
viewers watching the broadcast live on NBC.

The students will have the chance to participate in this prestigious band with over 200 students from across the country.
  
Jeremy is a member of the SV Wind Ensemble, SV Jazz Ensemble 1 and the Seneca Valley Raider Marching Band. This 
past year Jeremy was selected for the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) District 5 Honors Band, 
Region Band and District Bands. He is also a member of the River City Youth Brass Band and has played in various 
community events including “Trombones on Ice” and The Cranberry Township Memorial Day Services, and has 
provided holiday music at local nursing homes.  

At the Band Banquet held in May, Jeremy received a monetary gift from the Seneca Valley Band Boosters to support 
his participation in the event. In response to that gift, he wrote to the Boosters; "It is an honor being accepted as a 
member of the Great American Marching Band, but is even a bigger honor to be recognized unexpectedly by the SV 
Band Boosters. As you know, the trip is a big expense, and every small donation helps, but this donation is an amazing 
help. I am excited to be representing the Seneca Valley Marching Band in New York City and I hope that I make our 
band family proud."

Jeremy is seeking additional donations to support his travel and participation costs through a Go Fund Me account: 
https://www.gofundme.com/macy039s-great-american-band-2018.

A permanent fixture
Ten students in seventh and eighth grade recently had their artwork chosen for inclusion in the prestigious and 
permanent art gallery collection in the middle school.

The 14th Annual Unveiling and Artists’ Reception honored eighth grade student Payton Aloi and her piece titled 
“Diagonal Lennon,” seventh grader Marisa DeRosa and her piece entitled “Crazy Critter,” and seventh grade  
student Marie Fouche and her piece “Janet Cat.” In addition, a group piece that was completed by Markie  
Adomaitis, Ethan Bushee, Skyler Heeter, Natalie Menzl, Braeden Mooney, Haden Morris and Alex Reams, titled 
“We All Fit,” is now on permanent display in the middle school office. 

The soon-to-be Ryan Gloyer Middle School Art Teachers George Williams, Stan Zimmerman and Tabatha  
Karman unveiled the artwork to district employees, parents and community members who celebrated the  
students’ amazing talent on May 30. 

This event began in 2005 and the permanent art collection now includes 70 works of art.

Game time
Gaming, 3D printing and drones, oh 
my! Students at SV had the chance 
to partake in a gaming camp hosted 
by Seneca Valley Academy of Choice 
teacher Ken Macek. While there, 
students explored gaming software, 
learned about the technology in 
3D printers and interacted with the 
SMALLab through scenarios and 
motion tracking technology. One 
student stated, “It was a really good 
learning experience and fun at the 
same time – we did a lot of things 
that would help us in the future.” 
Another added, “It was the best 
week of my life!”

https://www.gofundme.com/macy039s-great-american-band-2018
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The results from the 2017-18 Seneca Valley School District Random Drug Testing Program indicate that the district random drug testing average is now at 
.41 percent, a dip from the 2016-17 results which were at .81 percent. 

According to Matthew Franz, director of Operations for SPORT SAFE Testing Services, the Ohio-based drug testing service that serves as the vendor for the 
Seneca Valley testing program and many other schools around the Country, the national average for positive drug testing rates is at 2 percent.  

In the 2017-18 Seneca Valley report, there were 15 reasonable suspicion tests. The majority of those individuals were put into a follow-up program and were 
able to complete it without further positive tests. While lower percentages on positive tests is what every school district strives for, what pleases Seneca Valley 
officials the most is the follow-up rate. Any student who has a positive test must complete five follow-up tests. The testing company tracks this information so 
district officials can see if students are responding to intervention. 

Of the 87 follow-up tests, there were three repeat offenses. This puts the Seneca Valley follow-up rate at 3.4 percent, where the national average is around 20 
percent. 

The SV random drug testing policy was started 16 years ago and has been recognized by state and national organizations for the implementation of a grade 
7-12 drug testing policy for athletics, extracurricular activities and driving to school. The current program reaches nearly two-thirds of the secondary 
campus student population. This policy has served as an excellent example and template for other districts across the country. Additionally, within the life of 
this policy, the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy and CBS Evening News have reached out to learn more about Seneca Valley’s program 
success and policy process.

Of course, any program’s success is largely dependent on the integrity of the test, and not only in the collection of it, but in the identification of those  
students who participate. The process begins at the testing company where student identification numbers only - no names - are chosen in a lottery format. 
Those numbers are submitted to the school administration, who matches them with the corresponding student name. Those students are immediately tested 
through the collection of a urine sample, which continues to be the industry standard. Each collection is sent to a certified laboratory for screening and  
confirmation, and each result is then verified by a medical review officer. In the case of a positive result, the first call is made to the home.

“There are consequences associated with the policy, but the purpose of the program has never been punitive,” said Dr. Matthew McKinley, assistant  
superintendent and author of the District’s policy. “The program has given and continues to give families the gift of early detection.”

The entire Seneca Valley Drug Testing Policy (#227.1) can be found here.

Officials see drop in drug testing results
District commits to continuing vital program

Talk to your children
As parents we always want to protect our children from harm. One way to do this is to inform them about drugs  
by giving them facts before they are in a risky situation.

Parents who are educated about the effects of drug use and learn the facts can give their children correct  
information and clear up any misconceptions. So make talking about drugs (see tips below) a part of your general 
health and safety conversations.

Some tips when talking to your children:
• Be absolutely clear with your kids that you don’t want them using drugs.
 Never. Ever. Anywhere. Don’t leave room for interpretation or assumptions. Talk often about the dangers and    
 effects of alcohol and other drug use.

• Give honest answers.
 Don’t make up what you don’t know; offer to find out. If your children ask if you ever used drugs, let them know   
 what’s important – that you don’t want them using alcohol, tobacco or drugs.

• Be a better listener.
 Ask questions and encourage questions from your child. Show your willingness to listen.

• Use television news reports, commercials and school projects to talk about drugs.
 You can use these “teachable moments” as a natural, unforced way to talk about your values and expectations.

• Don’t react in a way that will cut off further discussion.
 If your child makes statements that challenge or shock you, take a deep breath, listen and try to continue having a calm discussion.

• Role play with your child and practice ways to refuse drugs in different situations.
 Acknowledge how tough these moments can be. Together, come up with things your child can do or say with which he/she is comfortable.

Sources: www.KidsHealth.org     https://addictioneducationsociety.org

https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib5/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/117/policies/200/227-1.pdf
http://www.KidsHealth.org
https://addictioneducationsociety.org/
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Seneca Valley Orchestra Teacher Sarah Miller 
has added another "string to her bow" as she 
was recently named Outstanding New String 
Teacher from the Pennsylvania and  
Delaware American String Teachers  
Association (PADESTA). 

This award is designed to recognize string/ 
orchestra teachers with one to five years of  
full-time teaching experience who have  
exhibited the highest levels of leadership,  
dedication and achievement in public or  
private schools in the state of Pennsylvania 
and/or Delaware. Candidates are expected 
to have demonstrated excellence in the areas 
of teaching, program building, coaching or 
advocacy.

“I am honored to receive this award and 
think that it is in part because of the amazing 
administrators, teachers, and students we have 
here at Seneca Valley that are an inspiration to 
me,” stated Ms. Miller. 

The PADESTA chapter of the American String Teachers Association (ASTA) represents hundreds of school and  
private teachers, professional performers, college faculty and students from across the Pennsylvania-Delaware  
region. The American String Teachers Association was founded more than 60 years ago. It is a membership  
organization for string and orchestra teachers and players, helping them to develop and refine their careers.

NSPRA gives nod to SV publications
Seneca Valley recently earned four awards in the National School Public Relations Association’s (NSPRA) 2018 
Publications and Digital Media Contest.

Seneca Valley School District's Communications Department received an Award of Merit for the District  
website, an Honorable Mention for the 2017-18 SV Activities & Information Calendar “Worth a Thousand 
Words,” an Honorable Mention for Seneca Valley’s Instagram Account and an Honorable Mention for    the  
holiday video “Happy Thanksgiving from Seneca Valley.”

There were 1,061 entries in this year’s contest, with 648 entries receiving recognition.

NSPRA’s Publications and Digital Media Awards recognize outstanding education publications and  
marketing/informational materials (print and electronic), video/TV/radio programs, social media and websites.

Linda Andreassi, director of communications and Katie Huttinger, media support specialist, coordinate and 
develop publications for the Seneca Valley School District.

Guest Teacher 
Training
Do you want to make a positive 
impact on children? Interested in 
earning extra money while working 
a flexible schedule?

The Midwestern Intermediate Unit 
IV Guest Teacher Consortium needs 
you!

Become an emergency substitute 
teacher at the Midwestern  
Intermediate Unit IV and other 
participating school districts within 
the consortium. What you need is 
the desire to work with children 
and have a bachelor’s degree in any 
field from an accredited college or 
university.

Through MIU IV’s consortium,  
potential subs will be required to 
attend a three-day training session 
and then apply to the PA Department 
of Education for an emergency  
substitute certificate.

With certification through MIU IV, 
substitutes can teach in any school 
district participating in the  
consortium.

From the training, you will be  
provided with the skills needed 
to professionally take part in the 
rewarding field of education.

For more information or to register 
visit: http://miu4.schoolwires.net/
Domain/62.

SV Orchestra Teacher earns accolades

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFyay4jG2hw&feature=youtu.be
http://miu4.schoolwires.net/Domain/62
http://miu4.schoolwires.net/Domain/62
https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/1/SV%20App%20Flier%202%20links.pdf
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/seneca-valley-school-district/id1197437799?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.svsd.svapp
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Golf  ClassicGolf  Classic

Join Us! August 9, 2018August 9, 2018August 9, 2018

of

Photo credit: Bill Paterson

To learn more or register visit: www.svsd.net/GolfClassic.

Cranberry Highlands Golf  Course Cranberry Township, PA 

https://www.svsd.net/GolfClassic
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Members of the Seneca Valley School Board approved the following resolution on Monday, June 11, 2018.



Ryan Nicklas (SV ’09) 
recently earned his 
doctorate from Trinity 
School of Medicine, 
graduating with  
highest honors.  
He will be completing 
an anesthesiology 
residency at Augusta 
University in Georgia.
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 Alumni

NotesNotesNewsNews
Seneca Valley Class of 1968 50th Reunion
The Seneca Valley Class of 1968 wants classmates to Save 
the Date for their 50th Reunion. 

The event will be held at Treesdale Golf & Country Club 
at 5 p.m. on Sept. 1, 2018. For more information and 
details, visit: https://www.svclassof1968reunion.com/.

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: After graduating from Seneca Valley, I attended Grove City College (GCC) where I recently graduated with a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering and a minor in Robotics. During my four years at Grove City, I joined numerous clubs and organizations and held many 
leadership positions. I was a member of Grove City’s Student Government Association where I served as the Senator of Academic 
Affairs for my class for two years. I was also the President of the Crimson and White Society, an organization that acts as a  liaison 
between the GCC alumni and current students. I was a  member of the Tri-Zeta Sorority, where I held numerous positions, and also 
served as the Pan Hellenic Council President. I participated in other organizations and honorariums such as The Crown and Scepter 
Society, the GCC Ski Club, the Society of Women Engineers, and various other groups. I have learned a lot in my time as a student and 
since graduating in May, I have  started working for Aerotech Inc. in Pittsburgh as a mechanical engineer in the control systems group. 
I have also recently purchased my first home in the Fox Chapel area, and am planning on moving in this coming August after marrying 
my fiancé Jerrod Borkey.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: My parents are Patrick and Celeste Foley, and I am their youngest of two children. I am the second SV alumni as my brother,  
Connor,  graduated in 2012 and also went on to graduate from Grove City College in 2016. My mom is also the Assistant Business 
Manager for Seneca, keeping me connected to my alma matter even more. I will be getting married on Aug. 18 to my fiancé, Jerrod, 
who I met during my freshman year at Grove City. My family also has an adorable pug, Jack, that we spoil daily.
 
Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: I love art and traveling and have been to many different countries and islands. During my junior and senior years at SV, I took 
pottery with Megan Bonistalli, and grew to love art. I was able to combine both of my interests after my sophomore year at Grove 
City when I studied abroad in France and took an Art History class. I was able to study with so many great artists, view their artwork 
throughout the country, and was even able to attend musical performances such as an opera and a piano concerto. I hope to one day 
own my own pottery wheel and kiln and make some more of my own artwork.
 
Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: Personally, Seneca Valley provided me with a wonderful culture where I learned great morals and character. It also provided me with 
lifelong friendships. It helped me to realize that although hard work and dedication can pay off, life won’t always be easy and I won’t 
always succeed, but it is always worth it. Professionally, it provided me with a great background in engineering prior to entering college 
as I was able to take two years of calculus and physics, two honors engineering classes, and even a course on robotics. These helped to 
prepare me for the rigorous academics of college and helped me to really decide to pursue a career in engineering. It also taught me that 
your peers and your teachers are always willing to help and that people really do want to see you succeed.  

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: The teachers, staff, and students are always willing to lend a helping hand. I can recall many hours that I spent on my senior project. I was able to use the expertise of my  
teachers, and the equipment that I had access to as a high school student was unbelievable. Seneca Valley  is doing a great job at staying ahead with technology and offers a  
significant amount of hands-on experience. I was able to learn how to program robots, use instruments such as an accelerometer, and learn from teachers many techniques as 
a high school student that I never would have at most other schools. The push into the STEM field by Seneca Valley definitely helped to give me an edge up on my peers when I 
entered college and even the workforce.
 
Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: Staff member has to be my mom, but I have many favorite teachers and coaches. All of the softball coaches were so wonderful; both coach Trews (Big and Little),  and coach 
Megan Meeder were so wonderful throughout my time at SV. I had so many great teachers, it is hard to pick a favorite! During my senior year, though, Mark Uhrinek and Joe 
Logsdon both really helped prepare me for my future career and Ms. Bonistalli was just an all-around wonderful teacher to have, and made school fun and interesting in the 
pottery room!
 
Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
A: My senior year, we did the first-ever SV Lip Dub. This was so much fun and it really fostered a sense of community. This was probably one of my favorite memories at SV as we 
got to practice with all of our friends and we ended up winning the competition. It was an extremely fun event and I will always associate Imagine Dragon’s “On Top of the World” 
with fond memories of my senior year!

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: Continue to always take an interest in your students, encourage them, and believe in them! What you teach and do for each student truly helps each one throughout their lives. 
I would also just add to always encourage questions and hands-on activities for students to learn for themselves as  learning from your own experiences is often extremely  
beneficial.

https://www.svclassof1968reunion.com/
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Parenting gets easier with Apple’s announcement
Apple recently announced that it will soon release a new software update—operating  
system iOS 12— which will include several much-needed functions in a tool named 
“Screen Time.” This tool helps parents control aspects of kids’ time spent on phones 
and tablets. Google also has similar controls for Android phones that can be managed 
through its Family Link app.

For years experts have been speaking and writing about the need for technology  
manufacturers to add easy screentime parental controls to their devices. Until now,  
parents could put apps on kids’ phones to try to do things like this, but youth are able to bypass the apps by disabling the VPN, 
or by other means. So, Apple’s new functions are a really big deal.

Screen Time will have many features, including a program that records time spent on various apps. Currently, if someone wants 
to know the amount of time spent on apps, they have to download a third-party app. Now, this function will automatically be installed with the iPhone update. Parents 
and youth will be able to get activity reports from their “Family Sharing” account in iCloud. Knowing use patterns of various apps can help direct conversations about 
what individual behaviors need modification.

Screen Time will enable parents to set time limits for usage for individual apps, through the tool, “App Limits.” It will even notify children when their time is almost done. 
This warning can help youth more calmly transition off their devices.

Now parents will be able to control the apps they do not want their children using during school hours, such as Instagram and Snapchat, while keeping others on their 
phones during school, such as Quizlet (an app that mimics flashcards). This function will be helpful at home as well. In iOS 12 it will be easy to set up bedtime parameters 
on kids’ phones and tablets.

Notifications are often a huge distraction, but with a new tool called “Downtime”, you will be able to easily control when notifications can be displayed and delivered to 
you (or to your child).

Here are some talking points about the potential power and pitfalls of the Apple tool, Screen Time.
 1. Does the idea of knowing how much time each day you are on various apps make you excited or terrified?
 2. Do you think it is better to have a device or a parent warn you that you’ve spent your allotted time on your game or social media?
 3. Sleep deprivation has shot up over the past five years—currently, over 50 percent of 15-year to 18-year-olds report getting less than seven hours of sleep most nights  
  (the recommended amount of sleep for this age range is nine hours). Do you think the Screen Time tool can help reduce sleep deprivation?

Articles and photos provided by Screenagers.

Ways to manage screen time this summer
Summer break is here, and many of us are looking forward to having a little more free time. Youth will have more time to 
breathe and explore their interests beyond school, but so often downtime becomes screen time. Summer’s wide open time 
spans can heighten battles over technology use.

Here are some ideas for managing screen time this summer:

 1. Take a moment to ask your kids (students) if they have anything they want to do, people they want to see, projects  
  they want to take on, or finish during summer time? See if you can get them to say one or two specific things. You can  
  call them “goals” but sometimes this word can shut down teens since the word “goals” can conjure up work.  
 
 2. The more you can have systems in place to have tech go off at defined times, the better. It is not fun to police screen time (see article above). For those of you battling  
  the Fortnite obsession, don’t forget that if your child plays it on XBOX, the console does have a way to set screen time limits. Here is a link to some third party apps  
  to help manage time screen time. And, lastly, introduce them to pro-social games as a great alternative to all the intense video games out there.
 
 3. Now is a good time to get more creative about possible “house help” projects for the summer (aka chores). Thinking up new tasks that will give your children new  
  skills. Some house help ideas could are fixing the broken wood garage door, having them do more cooking, and of course the usual (weekly sweeping and bathrooms).  

   Julie Lythcott Smith, former Stanford University Dean of Freshmen, said in her TED Talk about raising adults:

  “The longest longitudinal study of humans ever conducted is called the Harvard Grant Study. It found that professional success in life, which is what we want for  
  our kids, that professional success in life comes from having done chores as a kid, and the earlier you started, the better, that a roll-up-your-sleeves-and-pitch-in  
  mindset, a mindset that says, there's some unpleasant work, someone's got to do it, it might as well be me...I will contribute my effort to the betterment of the whole,  
  that that's what gets you ahead in the workplace.”
 
 4. Summer is a great time to encourage creative projects using technology. Did you know that on average kids only spend three percent of their screen time doing   
  “content creation” such as making videos or composing music on the computer? You might suggest that your video gamer consider learning how to design and   
  code their own video game. Or, how about your kids that love to listen to music, see if they will try to write their own songs on Garageband? Your YouTube  
  watching tweens and teens might enjoy shooting their own movie right on their phone camera and then learning how to edit it on the computer in iMovie or  
  another program. 

 5. Reading—sure enough, reading has gone way down over the past few years but it does not have to be that way. Having a few new titles in the home (via borrowing  
  from the library or friends or ordering) increases the chance of teens getting interested in reading them. 

Here are a few questions to get the conversation going:
 • What are two things you would like to accomplish this summer?
 • Is there a new skill, like video editing or creating music or coding that you might be interested in learning more about?
 • How much time do you think is reasonable per day this summer for you to spend doing things like playing video games or scrolling social media?
 • What “house help” projects can you come up with that would teach you a skill you are interested in—or at least mildly interested in? Or at least not completely  
  dreading?

https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=59a5564a36&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=6f76e8136a&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=48b2f9a9b0&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=8ca12b9832&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=be9707ec8e&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=e7e74b92d7&e=f4b3d95883
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/?utm_source=Streak+Inquiries&utm_campaign=3a362acf16-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6df95fe5f7-3a362acf16-159827209&mc_cid=3a362acf16&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=7291e56360&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=eb9dd8aa35&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=cd9abff22a&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=cc00ec12b8&e=f4b3d95883
https://screenagersmovie.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836fba7e80cfddf96ec96c454&id=673abe06f7&e=f4b3d95883


Transportation update
In accordance with Pennsylvania Law Act 9 of 2014, the School Board adopted a policy that authorizes audio and/or video recording on school buses or school vehicles 
for disciplinary or security purposes. The audio/video recordings on school vehicles would be exempt from disclosure under the Public Right to Know Law because such 
recordings constitute an educational record protected from disclosure by FERPA. Principals, their designees, bus garage managers, and transportation department  
personnel are the only people allowed to view the recordings. Law enforcement may also view the recordings if school officials deem necessary.

Each school bus or school vehicle with audio and/or video recording devices will post a notification in clear sight so driver and passengers understand their actions and 
communication may be recorded. The audio and/or video recording will not be operating if the vehicle is used for other purposes not school related.

Also, a reminder to look on the SV Portal to see bus information for the 2018-19 school year. For all parents, please have students ready to board the bus five minutes 
prior to the designated time.

For kindergarten parents, please note that transportation is not provided mid-day. Parents are responsible for mid-day transportation. In the SV Portal, bus  
information for kindergarten students will show both AM and PM runs because the Transportation Department does not know if students are assigned to the  
AM or PM session, or if students are enrolled in the Stepping Stones program.

For questions or for more information, please contact the Transportation Department at 724-452-6040, ext. 1758.
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Drivers are needed for school, field trips and sporting events.

Go to  

www.svsd.net/DriveForSV  
to learn more and apply.

Looking for a way to serve the community?

Join the  
Seneca Valley Team  

and become a bus driver!

Join the  
Seneca Valley Team  

and become a bus driver!

www.svsd.net/DriveForSV

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/


Seneca Valley in an Equal Opportunity Employer

Follow us onFind us on Watch us onView us on Add us on

www.svsd.net

Seneca Valley School District  |  124 Seneca School Road  |  Harmony, PA 16037  |  (724) 452-6040

(In Case You Missed It)

ICYMI...

jointhe Seneca Valley 
team!

Seneca Valley is committed to diversity in the workplace.  E.O.E.

To apply, visit:

Kyra Bobak,
Human Resources Director 

Seneca Valley Human Resources

124 Seneca School Road 
Harmony, PA 16037

724-452-6040, ext. 1760

Seneca Valley School District Secondary Principal

Twelve-month position.

Grades 11-12 at Seneca Valley Senior High School available 
immediately; approximately 1,180 students; salary regionally 
competitive and commensurate with experience; PA Principal K-12
certification required; Doctorate and experience in a 6A high school 
preferred; experience with professional learning communities, 
metacognitive learning strategies, innovative practices and 
technologies; strong leadership, communication and interpersonal 
skills. 

Deadline: July 5, 2018

Seneca Valley School District Secretary

Twelve-month position.

Requirements: High school diploma. Must pass the district 
secretarial test when scheduled; strong organization skills, high 
attention to detail required, effective communicator and strong 
interpersonal skills; technology competency. Salary $27,215/year.  

Applications accepted until position is filled. 

jointhe Seneca Valley 
team!

Seneca Valley is committed to diversity in the workplace.  E.O.E.

To apply, visit:

Kyra Bobak,
Human Resources Director 

Seneca Valley Human Resources

124 Seneca School Road 
Harmony, PA 16037

724-452-6040, ext. 1760

General Cafeteria Worker

Available for the 2018-19 school year. 

Seneca Valley Department of Food and Nutrition is accepting 
applications for general cafeteria workers in various district 
buildings at a rate of $10/hour. Approximately four-hours/day; five 
days a week. Follows the student calendar. Responsibilities include 
full preparation and service of school breakfast and lunch meals.  
Please apply to Support Staff (Classified) - Food Service Positions 
on Talent Ed and submit required information.  

Applications accepted until position is filled.

Substitute Cafeteria Workers

Rate of $10/hour; various district buildings. Approximately four-
hours/day. Follows the student calendar. Responsibilities include 
full preparation and service of school breakfast and lunch meals.  
Complete the classified application under the section titled 
“Substitutes (Teachers, Nurses & Classified)” under Support Staff. 
Clearances required. Submit your application to
smithpm@svsd.net.

https://www.facebook.com/SenecaValleySD/
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
https://www.instagram.com/senecavalleysd/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
http://www.svsd.net
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://www.svsd.net/Employment
http://cranberry4fun.com/146/Waterpark
http://www.svsd.net/Employment


Register online at 
laroche.edu/summernights

 
• Explore career-focused majors, study abroad  
 opportunities and student-life activities

• Meet our admissions team and discover  
 merit-based scholarships
 
• Enjoy a complimentary dinner

JULY 11
5 to 7 p.m. | Wright library
Fisher multipurpose room

https://laroche.edu/summernights/

